
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – REGULAR  

 

Monday, April 10, 2017 - media notified 
 

 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mr. Zaccardelli at 7:00 pm.   

R/C:  Schweikert-present; Zaccardelli-present; DePasquale-present; 

Fiscal Officer Gale-present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

  

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 13, 2017 Regular 

Meeting.   Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   

R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-abstain.  

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 29, 2017 Special 

Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.   

R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 7, 2017 Special 

Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   

R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli introduced Alicia Reville, Jennifer Stalzer and Heidi Yanok to speak about 

Team Tessa.  Tessa Puma is a kindergartner at Northfield Elementary School that suffered 

complications from strep throat and lost a leg.  She will be in the hospital for two months.  

The ladies shared there would be a 5K Walk/Run Fundraiser at Sagamore Hills Park on 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon.  100% of the money collected will 

go to the Puma family.   

 

Mr. Schweikert stated donations would also be accepted (checks only made out to Mr. & 

Mrs. Puma) at our Police Department and they will be given to the family.   

 

Fire Chief Tim Black stated the Fire Department would be willing to offer assistance 

wherever they could. 

 

The trustees thanked the three ladies for coming. 

 

PENDING WARRANTS 
Mr. Schweikert moved to approve the Pending Warrant Report dated March 31, 2017 in the 

amount of $237,298.95.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.   

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. DePasquale made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 17-24 to purchase an in-car camera 

for the new police vehicle in the amount of Four Thousand Six Hundred Thirty One Dollars and 

Fifty Cents ($4,631.50)  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   

R/C Vote: Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 17-25 imposing a moratorium of 

six months on the issuance of processing permits allowing for zoning permits for the 

construction of wireless communication facilities to allow for the establishment of new or 

revised regulatory measures to address technical advances in the industry.  

 

Mr. Snell gave a brief explanation of this resolution.   
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Resolution 17-25 Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   

R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Fire/EMS Report 

David DePasquale introduced Fire Chief Tim Black from the Macedonia Fire Department 

who is now serving Sagamore Hills Township at our new substation. 

 

Chief Black said we just crossed over our six months.  Sagamore Hills had 538 EMS calls, 

86 Fire calls for a total of 624 calls.  Macedonia had 727 EMS calls, 142 Fire calls for a total 

of 869 calls.  Northfield Center had 250 EMS calls, 50 Fire calls for a total of 300 calls.  

There were 33 mutual aids into the community and 30 mutual aids out for a grand total of 

1806 Fire calls for all three communities combined. 

 

David DePasquale asked Chief Black if everyone was comfortable working out of the 

substation.   Chief Black said he is not really seeing any problems, and working through 

them when they do. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said if anyone had any fire-related questions they could ask Chief Black. 

 

Carol Lewis, 9634 Olde Eight Road, inquired when the lock boxes could be used again.  

Chief Black responded they can be used now.  Chief Black gave a brief description of the 

security system and how it works. 

 

Frank Kopas, 7495 Boyden Road, had several questions.  Who are the primary responders 

for residents in south Sagamore Hills.  Chief Black responded it depends on the nature of 

the call.  There is no difference with the personnel, the equipment or the squads from any of 

the fire stations.   

 

Mr. Kopas asked whether our substation has two or three people.  Chief Black responded we 

get two people, three with a minimum of two.  There is minimum staffing and maximum 

staffing.  Mr. Kopas asked whether Northfield Center gets the same.  Chief Black responded 

yes.   

 

Mr. Kopas confirmed with Chief Black that the three communities are not a fire district.  

 

Mr. Kopas stated Sagamore is paying $750,000 for 2-3 personnel and Northfield is paying 

$375,000 for 2-3 personnel.  Chief Black responded that Northfield has 2 personnel, not the 

2-3 personnel. 

 

Mr. Kopas commented that he presumes Sagamore has better equipment and maintenance.  

David DePasquale said that Chief Black expects the vehicles to be in a certain condition, 

and would not put his men in any piece of equipment that is in sub-par condition or not safe.  

Any maintenance issues and concerns when the equipment was split have been taken care 

of.  Money has been put into the equipment whether it is ours or Northfield Center.  

 

There was a brief discussion about equipment.  

 

Mr. Schweikert said when the equipment was split, it was split 50-50.  Mr. Schweikert said 

everyone on the Macedonia Fire Department is a paramedic.  All three stations are manned 

by paramedics. 

 

Mr. Kopas commented we were to get back to him about Resolution 16-51 and what it was 

for in regard to insurance.   
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Mr. Kopas referred to the fire contract in regard to future costs being determined by an increase 

in volume by 20%.   Mr. Kopas asked what the basis was for the 20%.   Chief Black responded 

that refers to a dramatic change in the community such as the Rocksino in Northfield that would 

double or triple the calls where additional manpower would be needed to appropriately handle 

the additional calls.   

 

Mr. Kopas asked about the collection of ambulance fees.  Chief Black responded who transports 

the patient gets the money back.   

 

Mr. Kopas asked what mutual aid was.  Chief Black gave a brief explanation of mutual aid. 

 

There was a brief discussion. 

 

The trustees thanked Chief Black for coming to the meeting.  Mr. Zaccardelli commented the 

fire department is going a great job. 

 

Police Department Report 

Mr. DePasquale reported on the statistics for March 2017.    The department handled 579 

calls for service, performed 617 “Community Policing” assignments and handed out 780 

"Patrolled Your Area Cards".       

 

The Investigative Section received twenty (20) investigations for the month and closed all 

except for two (2) of them, seven (7) were closed by arrest.   

 

Two (2) commendations/appreciations from residents were received praising members of the 

Department for their dedication to duty.  

 

Sagamore Hills P.D. received the “final certification” from the Ohio Collaborative Community 

Police Advisory Board.  This is the first agency to be certified in the Nordonia Hills area.  Our 

policies, procedures and practices are in line with the State guidelines. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said there are some equipment needs for the fire station, replacing some worn 

out equipment for a total of $8,523.14. 

 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to get these items purchased so that every piece of equipment is 

equipped the same.  Mr. Gale asked whether everything was from one vendor.   Mr. DePasquale 

responded he didn’t believe so, probably several different vendors.   Mr. Gale asked what the 

maximum cost of any one item was.  Mr. DePasquale responded a stair chair was $3,058.16.  

Mr. Gale asked whether any other items were in that range.  Mr. DePasquale said one for 

$2,300.00.  Mr. Gale said a resolution was needed for the $3,058.16 item and the other items 

could be done as regular business.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. Mr. Gale stated this would be 

Resolution 17-26.  R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Road/Park Department Report 

Mr. Schweikert reported that last Friday, April 7
th

 the bids were opened for McNeil Drive.  

Tentatively Ronyak Paving may win the bid after the engineer has reviewed all of the bids and 

make sure they meet the correct criteria.  Ronyak’s bid was just shy of $258,000. 

 

Due to the storm last week, there were may tree branches that fell down in the township.  The 

road department did a great job removing them from the road.  We commend them for their 

efforts.   

 

Mr. Schweikert reported the new mower has been delivered.  The cost of the new mower is 

$16,000. 

 

Our service department attended a meeting today with the NEORSD.  Mr. Schweikert presented 

signs and poop bags that were received from the NEORSD for the residents’ use.   

 

Mr. Zaccardelli said the road department has done a great job on the welcome to Sagamore 

signs for the township. 
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Mr. Schweikert stated the road department prepared the baseball fields today. 

 

Zoning Report 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported there were four permits issued last month for a total of $180.00. 

There is nothing happening with the Mottl property or with the Dunham Road property.  

There is construction going on in the Hidden Ridge Development.  Noxious weed notice 

goes into effect May 1
st
.   

 

Fiscal Office 
The Fiscal Officer’s March 2017 report had a starting balance of $4,575,926.59, PLUS 

receipts of $28,866.64, MINUS expenditures of $237,298.95 (which includes the pending 

warrant report of $237,298.95).   The ending balance for March 2017 is $4,367,494.28.   

 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported the document shredding at River Valley Paper Company will be the 

first Saturday of every month, not every Saturday.  This is posted on our website. 

 

CITIZENS FORUM 

Janice Oakley, 925 Canyon View Road, asked what “Patrolled Your Area Cards” were.  She 

has never heard of them being used in her area (Greenwood Village Apts.).   Mr. Gale said 

these patrol cards are only put in mailboxes by the street by the police officer.  Mr. Gale said 

because she does not have a mailbox by the street she does not receive a patrolled your area 

card even though police officers are patrolling the area. 

 

Rick Huston, 7907 N. Gannett, thanked the trustees for the good job they are doing, and 

commended the trustees for being in the Open Book Checkbook Ohio.  Mr. Huston enquired 

about the time frame for items to be posted as the last posting he saw was from December 

2016.  Mr. Gale replied the last three years are posted, and everything is done on a yearly, 

year-end basis.  2017 will be posted at the end of the year.  

 

Mr. Huston commented he would appreciate it if the trustees would give a synopsis of the 

resolutions as they are voted on. 

 

Mr. Huston said he was here when there was a discussion on when the fire district was started. 

He understands that our township is paying for equipment and the upkeep of the equipment, 

but basically after that we are paying Macedonia to provide us with a service and commented 

he does not care where the fire trucks come from.  By working together we have 5-6 people 

on duty in this area whereas before the most was 4 people on duty.  Mr. Huston believes the 

decrease in fire response time is due to the fire station here in Sagamore Hills.  He is happy 

with the fire service. 

 

Mr. Huston said he would like to see more of a sense of community in Sagamore Hills.    He 

liked the cleanup days.  Mr. Zaccardelli said they have a few things planned for this summer.   

 

Mr. Schweikert commented when Sagamore Hills switched last year from the fire district to 

contracting with Macedonia we paid $750,000 last year for fire service.  We own our own fire 

station and equipment, and our bill this year was $746,000.  Essentially we have two stations 

where we had one, and a $4,000.00 difference in cost.  Northfield wanted at least $600,000 

worth of renovations to their old station and possibly a brand new fire station, and wanted a 

million dollars worth of equipment over five years.  Mr. Schweikert said if we would have 

stayed with the old fire district, and we looked at this over a five year period, our share would 

have been a minimum of $940,000 a year up to about $1,400,000 at 5-6 mills.  Mr. 

Schweikert said this November we will have a ¾ mill levy on the ballot for Fire/EMS.  It was 

either the ¾ mill levy this November or 5-6 mills last year. 

 

Mr. Gale responded we have already received one check back from Macedonia from all the 

billing (approximately $40,000 for two months).  We don’t know what the billing will be yet, 

as there is no history.  This $40,000 will be deducted from the total bill.   
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Mr. Gale commented that Greenwood Village had a representative from their insurance carrier 

State Farm come in and were told that residents should call their insurance provider and inform 

them you now have a full time fire department in Sagamore Hills and you may get a decrease in 

your insurance premium because we went from a part time fire department to a full time fire 

department. 

 

Mr. Schweikert commented when you register your car make sure you are registered as a 

Sagamore Hills resident not Northfield Center resident.  Sagamore Hills Township receives 

revenue for our roads if we are registered as a Sagamore Hills resident.  Mr. Gale responded he 

spoke to the auditors about this and the Cad system does put it in the proper location based on 

your address.    

 

Mr. Huston said he developed the future equipment estimates for Northfield Center.   This was a 

model to show that this is a tool you can use to plan for the future.   Mr. Schweikert said at the 

November 2015 Fire District meeting these estimates were presented to Sagamore Hills as gospel 

and absolutes.  April 1
st
 is the deadline for permanent appropriations for the township, and we 

have to have a spending plan in place based on a needs list.  That needs list was presented to 

Sagamore Hills as absolutes in November 2015.  We had to come up with a plan before April 1
st
. 

 

Jeff Hebebrand, 632, Continental, mentioned an issue he had on Thursday morning for three and a 

half hours with the Hidden Ridge Developer pumping water from his property due east over and 

through the silk fence on to the Eaton Estates common ground into a park style catch basin behind 

640 Continental. 

 

Mr. Schweikert said AT & T took responsibility for this.  The 911 lines went down in Walton 

Hills.  Our service director tracked down who was actually doing the pumping.  Mr. Zaccardelli 

said AT & T pumped the water from Willow Lake down towards Continental, not the developer. 

The trustees responded we cannot control the utilities.  Mr. Hebebrand commented the utility 

company can pump the water anywhere?  Mr. Schweikert said he could not answer that question. 

 

Mr. Snell responded and there was a brief discussion.   Mr. Hebebrand said he would contact 

Summit County Soil and Water Conservation. 

 

Dale Krupa, 664 Continental, shared his concerns regarding Hidden Ridge. 

 

Mr. Schweikert responded once our zoning inspector signs off on this property, it is solely in the 

hands of the Summit County Building Department and also with the Summit County Engineer as 

an overseer of the project. 

 

Mr. Snell gave a brief summation on the status of Hidden Ridge and addressed Mr. Krupa’s 

concerns.  

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   

R/C Vote: Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; DePasquale-aye.  

 

 

  

    

 


